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WELCOME

At Western International School of Shanghai(WISS), we welcome families to learn
more about our vibrant community of learners all year round. WISS is a place
where students from diverse backgrounds come together to explore, grow, and
thrive in a supportive and nurturing environment.

We invite families to discover the unique educational experiences offered at
WISS, rooted in the International Baccalaureate (IB) philosophy. Our commitment
to academic excellence, character development, and cultural understanding
prepares students for success in an ever-changing world.

Join us as we embark on ajourney of inquiry, creativity, and personal growth. We
look forward to sharing with you what makes WISS a special place forinternational
education and how we can partner with you in your child's learning journey.
Welcome to our community!
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wiss History

Established in 2006, the Western International School of Shanghai(WISS)has become
aleadinginstitution for international education, serving studentsaged 2.5to 18. From
the beginning, WISS has focused on providing a holistic educational experience that
embraces diversity and fosters global citizenship.
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Initially welcoming a small group of students, WISS
has expanded significantly, now representing over 50
nationalities. This multicultural environment enriches the
learning experience, preparing students for a globalized
world.

WISS is recognized as the first and only full continuum
International Baccalaureate (IB) World School in mainland
China, allowing for a seamless educational journey through
the IB programmes. The school carries accreditations by
the IB Organization, Western Association of Schools of
Colleges (WASC) and a Council of International Schools
Member (CIS). As a school WISS has achieved notable
milestones, including a strong track record of university
acceptances at prestigious institutions such as the
University of Chicago and University College London.
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Over the years, WISS has continually invested in its state-of-the-art
campus and resources, emphasizing the importance of extracurricular
activitiesthatcomplementacademiclearning. As WISSlooks to the future,
it remains committed to nurturing well-rounded individuals equipped
to meet the challenges of an evolving world. Through its dedication to
educational excellence, WISS inspires and empowers students to become
lifelong learners and responsible global citizens.
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Vision = Mission

Vision
The Western International School of Shanghai challenge and
empower students through an unparalleled IB education.

Mission

We will achieve this vision for our diverse community through
innovative, high-quality, inquiry-based learning and teaching,
with individualized student learning pathways.
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The Western International School of Shanghai (WISS) was
founded on the principles of the International Baccalaureate
(IB) educational philosophy, emphasizing global-mindedness
and understanding, alongside the Chinese educational
philosophy of De (heart), Zhi(mind), and Ti(body).

‘ This foundation prepares our students to engage with

the world empathetically and constructively. At WISS, we

recognize and celebrate the individuality of each student.

We understand that their needs, interests, and aptitudes

vary, and we are dedicated to helping them reach their full

potential. Our commitment to the IB programmes allows us

to tailor our approach, ensuring that students develop their
strengths while improving in other areas.

The integration of the IB approach with the De-Zhi-Ti
philosophy creates a unique educational environment at
WISS, fostering a shared vision among students, families, and
staff. De (&) emphasizes the importance of building healthy
relationships based on care, respect, and responsibility
within the community. Zhi (£5) focuses on developing critical
thinking and problem-solving skills, allowing students to
tackle challenges creatively. Ti (/) highlights the need for
a balanced lifestyle, nurturing the physical, emotional, and
mental well-being of our students.

Through the collective efforts of our dedicated teachers,
engaged students, and supportive families, WISS has
established a strong identity and vision, celebrating over
15 years of excellence in education. We are committed to
nurturing well-rounded individuals who are prepared to
navigate the complexities of the world with compassion,
intelligence, and resilience.
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wiss Snapshot

@ 18+ Years of excellence in international education in Shanghai
o

fﬁﬂ]ﬁl 80% Faculty with Advanced Degrees

~2¥%. 2 Aquatic Centers

+ o +
%@f 1 Dance Studio

gg 150+ After School Activities
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5:1Faculty to Student Ratio
2 Libraries

2 Gymnasiums

1 Performing Arts Centre

100% Matriculation Rate
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Age - Grade Level
Placement Guide



This quide is a reference for entry to WISS from other education systems.

WISS (IB) Model USA Model m

Entry Grade Learning IB
A . Entry Gr Entry Gr
ge (WISS) Phase Curriculum Bl byl
2.5 Pre-N Pre-N Toddler
3-4 Nursery Lower Nursery Nursery
4-5 Pre-K Elementary Pre-K Reception
5-6 KG K Year 1
B
6-7 Grade 1 Primary Years Grade 1 Year 2
Programme
7-8 Grade 2 Grade 2 Year 3
Middle &
8-9 Grade 3 Upper Grade 3 Year 4
Elementary
9-10 Grade 4 Grade 4 Year b
10-1 Grade b Grade b Year 6
1-12 Grade 6 Grade 6 Year 7
12-13 Grade 7 Grade 7 Year 8
B
13-14 Grade 8 Middle Years Grade 8 Year 9
Programme
14-15 Grade 9 Grade 9 Year 10
Secondary
15-16 Grade 10 GradelO Year 11
16-17 Grade 11 B Diploma Grade 11 Year12
Programme /
IB Career-
related
17-18 Grade 12 Programme Grade 12 Year 13
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ne WISS Education

At the Western International School of Shanghai (WISS), we pride ourselves on
offering a truly globalized education that welcomes students from all national
curriculum programmes. Our unique position as the only full continuum
International Baccalaureate (IB) World School in mainland China allows us to
cater to a diverse international community.

The WISS Education is designed to provide a holistic, student-centered
learning experience that empowers each child to reach their full potential. We
believe that education extends beyond the classroom, encouraging students
to discover their passions and explore their talents across academics, arts,
athletics, and languages. Our commitment to nurturing critical 21st-century
skills ensures that students are well-prepared for the challenges of a rapidly
changingworld, fosteringindependent thinkers and responsible global citizens.

8

i 8,

b"@ra ;.: Ee &
e

Myp
\

Action to

16 | Western International School of Shanghai



Curriculum and Programmes

WISS offers a robust but balanced academic programme based on the IB
framework. Our internationalized curriculum is unique as we are the only
full continuum IB World School in mainland China.

We offer:

« Primary Years Programme (IBPYP) for Elementary (Pre-Nursery to
Grade 5)

- Middle Years Programme (IBMYP) for Lower Secondary students
(Grades 6-10)

« Diploma Programme (IBDP)for Upper Secondary students(Grades
11and 12)

. Career-related Programme (IBCP) for Upper Secondary students
(Grades 11and 12)

In addition to the IB programmes, WISS offers:

« A wide range of language options including English, Chinese,
*German, *Spanish, *Korean, and *French

« Diverse electives and exploratory classes in arts, technology,
physical education, and more

« Personalized learning pathways to meet each student’s unique
needs

« Internship Programmes

* Based on demand and demographics

3 Primary Years 3 Middle Years
() ) Programme ) / Programme
°® . ' ®
Diploma Career-related
() ) Programme ) / Programme
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Lower Elementary

School Profile
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The Western International School of Shanghai (WISS) Lower Elementary
programme is dedicated to nurturingyounglearnersaged2.5to5through
a holistic and inquiry-based approach. This curriculum fosters social,
emotional, physical, and cognitive development by encouraging children
to explore their interests and ask questions. By integrating subjects like
language arts, mathematics, science, and the arts within thematic units,
students engage in hands-on activities that promote critical thinking and
real-world connections.

WISS prioritizes creating a caring community where children feel safe
and valued, with dedicated educators fostering positive relationships.
Parental involvement is encouraged through regular communication and
events that celebrate student achievements, reinforcing the connection
between home and school.

The programme also emphasizes global citizenship, exposing children
to diverse cultures and perspectives to cultivate empathy and
understanding. Overall, the WISS Lower Elementary programme lays a
strong foundation for lifelong learning by celebrating each child’s unique
journeyand preparing them for future academic successinamulticultural
environment.
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Middle and Upper
Elementary

School Profile

The Middle and Upper Elementary School at the Western ki o 1
International School of Shanghai (WISS) is designed % =
for students aged 6 to 11 (Grades 1 - 5), focusing on e, W

fostering a love for learning through an engaging and iﬁﬁnﬁ
comprehensive curriculum. Our programme emphasizes "
inquiry-basedlearning, encouraging studentsto explore, :ﬂf‘
ask questions, and develop critical thinking skills. Lkl

We provide a well-rounded education that integrates
subjects such as language arts, mathematics, science,
and social studies. Through thematic units, students
connect theirlearning to real-world contexts, enhancing
their understanding and application of knowledge.
Our dedicated educators support individualized
learning pathways, ensuring that each child can thrive
academically and personally.
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At WISS, we cultivate a strong sense of community where collaboration and respect

are paramount. Students engage in group projects and cooperative learning
experiences that build teamwork skills and social awareness.

Parental involvement is highly encouraged, with opportunities for families to
participate in school activities and events. We also promote global citizenship
by exposing students to diverse cultures and perspectives, preparing them to be
empathetic and responsible members of the global community.

Our Middle and Upper Elementary School provides a nurturing environment that
empowers students to reach their full potential in their educational journey.
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Secondary

School Profile

The Western International School of Shanghai (WISS)
Secondary School serves students aged 11 to 18, offering
a comprehensive educational experience grounded in the
International Baccalaureate (I1B) framework. Our curriculum
includes the Middle Years Programme (MYP) Diploma
Programme (DP), and the Career-related Programme (CP),
ensuring a well-rounded approach that prepares students for
future challenges.

In the MYP, students engage in inquiry-based learning,
developing critical thinking and problem-solving skills
across various subjects. The DP offers rigorous academic
courses that lead to internationally recognized qualifications,
fostering independent research and analytical abilities.
The CP combines DP courses with career-related studies,
equipping students with practical skills and real-world
experiences.
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At WISS, we emphasize personalized learning pathways, allowing
educators to tailor instruction to meet individual student needs.
Our dedicated teachers support students in setting academic
goals and provide ongoing feedback to promote growth.

Extracurricularactivities, including clubs, sports, and community
service, enrich the student experience and foster social
responsibility. We also focus on global citizenship, encouraging
students to appreciate diverse perspectives and contribute
positively to society.

Our Secondary School empowers students to excel academically
while developing into compassionate, informed leaders ready to
navigate an increasingly complex world.

@) OF SPORT
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Facilities
2 Gampus

WISS offers an 18-acre purpose-built campus designed by Weimar
Architects of the Bauhaus University, Germany.

Our state-of-the-art facilities include:

« Spacious and bright classrooms

« Flexible multi-purpose spaces like Tiger Hall the Da Vinci
Innovation Space, the Community Room, and the Atrium.

« World-classsportsfacilitiesincludinga25m swimming pool,
two gymnasiums, and playing fields, and fitness center.

« Performing arts spaces like a 300-seat auditorium and
black box theatre

+ Dedicated art studios, music rooms, and a dance studio

« Awell-equipped library and innovation hub

[
[0
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Community =
Student Support

WISS is a diverse community with students representing over 50 nationalities.
We celebrate multiculturalism and promote intercultural understanding through
a variety of events and activities such as International Day, Language Clubs, and
Cultural Connection Workshops.

Global Alliance for Innovative Learning (GAIL)

The Western International School of Shanghai(WISS)is a proud member of the Global
Alliance for Innovative Learning (GAIL), an exclusive confederation of eight top-tier
schools across six continents. As a founding member, WISS is part of a unigue global
community committed to fostering international understanding and innovative
education. This prestigious alliance enables WISS students and faculty to engage in
collaborative projects, student exchanges, and annual conferences, enhancing their
global perspectives and learning experiences beyond traditional boundaries.

Parent Support Group

The WISS Parent Support Group fosters community engagement, enhancing school-
family partnerships through volunteer activities, events, and initiatives that enrich
the WISS experience. It provides a platform for parents to connect, share insights,
and actively contribute to their children's education, creatingavibrantand supportive
school community.
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Student Support

Our integrated counseling services provides academic,
social, and emotional support to help students succeed.

We offer:

« Learning support services ranging from in-class
support to small group instruction

« Social-emotional support through our advisory
programme and counseling services

» University guidance starting from Grade 6 to help

with university applications

Western International School of Shanghai | 27
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WISS offers a vibrant array of extracurricular activities and After
School Activities and is home to world-class academies such as:

« ISTA Performing Arts Academy
« GAIL(Global Alliance for Innovative Learning)
« FDFootball Academy

» Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award
«  WISS Academy (Sports, Arts and STEM)

Students can choose from a wide range of sports, arts, academic, '.; S _;,5,1'
and community service activities to develop their talents and [ ASA Brochure ]

interests.

B

3 t'\
El-m THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH'S % WISS M:MJEHY
o 0T O INTERNATIONAL AWARD
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Academic Advisory

Programme
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Our Academic Advisory Programme is led by experienced education
professionals who serve as mentors, forging strong relationships with students
and their families. These advisors offer personalized guidance, tailoring their
support to the unigue needs and aspirations of each student.
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Through regular one-on-one meetings and group sessions, advisors help
students:

« Setacademic and personal goals

« Develop effective study habits and time management skills

« Explore theirinterests and passions

+ Make informed decisions about course selections and
extracurricular activities

« Prepare for university applications and future careers

The Academic Advisory Programme is integrated into our daily schedule,
with dedicated advisory time built into each student’s timetable. During
these sessions, studentsengageinactivitiesthat promote self-reflection,
goal-setting, and community service initiatives.

By offering individualized support and guidance, the Academic Advisory
Programme empowers WISS students to take ownership of their learning,
make informed decisions, and ultimately achieve their full potential. This
programme is a testament to our commitment to nurturing well-rounded
individuals who are prepared to thrive in an ever-changing world.

Add graphic
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University

Acceptances

Atthe WesternInternational Schoolof Shanghai(WISS), ourgraduates
are well-prepared for the next step in theiracademic journeys, with a
strong track record of university acceptances. WISS students have
received offers from prestigious institutions worldwide, including
the University of Toronto, University College London, and Purdue
University.
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Thediversetalentsandinterests of ourstudentsarereflectedintheir
successful admissions to a wide range of universities, showcasing
the quality of education and holistic development they experience
at WISS. We take pride in nurturing well-rounded individuals ready to

excel in their chosen fields.
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Accreditations =
Associations

Western International School of Shanghai (WISS)is proud to
hold prestigious accreditations from the Western Association
of Schools and Colleges (WASC) and the International
Baccalaureate (IB). These endorsements reflect our
commitment to maintaining high standards of educational
quality and effectiveness, ensuring that our students receive
a world-class education.

» ™ SWASC

ACCREDITING COMMISSION
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In addition to our accreditations, WISS is a member of several
esteemed organizations, including the Council of International
Schools(CIS), the Association of Chinaand Mongolia International
Schools (ACAMIS), and the East Asia Regional Council of Schools
(EARCOS). Membership in these associations connects our
school to a global network of educational institutions, fostering
collaboration and sharing best practices.
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These accreditations and associations not only enhance the
credibility of our programs but also provide our students with
opportunities for international recognition, ensuring they are
well-prepared for future academic and professional pursuits.
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Admissions

At Western International School of Shanghai (WISS) we offer
a rolling admissions process, which means that we accept
students at any time throughout the school year. As part of our
Admissions Process we welcome applications from students

of all nationalities.

As part of our Admissions model we believe in finding the best
fit for each student within our diverse and inclusive community.
Our admissions process is designed to be seamless and easy to
navigate, ensuring that families feel supported every step of the

way.
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[ Inquire Now ] [ Apply Now ] [ Official Wechat ]

To apply, prospective students must submit an application form along with
necessary documentation, including previous school records, a copy of the
student's passport, and any relevant assessments or recommendations.
Our admissions criteria focus on a student's academic, linguistic, and
social development to ensure they can thrive in our rigorous and nurturing

environment.

Once all required documents are received, applications are typically processed
within three working days. For certain grade levels, an placement assessments
and interview may be conducted to determine the best placement for the
student. We are committed to welcoming students who will benefit positively
from our educational programmes and look forward to partnering with families

on this exciting journey.

For more information, please visit our website at www.wiss.cn or contact our

Admissions team at enquiry@wiss.cn.

[ Admissions 1] [ Admissions 2 ] [ WISS News ]
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